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DDJJAANNGGOO’’SS  LLIIFFEE  AATT  BBOOGGEENNFFEELLSS  
 
Sometimes things just don’t go as planned. As reported in the last newsletter, it took us quite some time to finally dart one of the Bogenfels hyenas to fit a GPS collar 
for our pre to post impact study in the new mining area. We finally managed to fit the first of five collars to Django, a healthy male, while he was foraging at the Van 
Reenen Bay seal colony.  During the following two months we occasionally flew over the area and tracked him on all occasions. Everything seemed fine until we went  

      
Django with badly damaged collar and eye infrection 
 
Also, Django was in a pretty bad condition. He had fresh bite wounds on his neck and new ear notches in his ears, so he must have had a pretty bad fight with another 
hyena. He seemed to have an eye infection as well, as his usually brown eyes had a bluish appearance.We consulted a vet, who reckoned that such infections could 
stem from bacterial infection or trauma, which was both possible for Django. Without treatment he could turn blind, but there is nothing we can or want to do: that is 
just life in the wild. His condition was the more a reason to try to relieve him of the collar as soon as possible. Luckily there came some unexpected help from Jean-
Paul Roux and Rod Braby, who were flying for the whale censuses and offered to take the receiver with them to try to locate Django while they were flying up and 
down the coast. I could hardly believe it when they returned with the good message that they had found him close to the seal colony. Therefore I had to take the chance 
to drive to the study area, hoping that he might stay in that area for a bit longer, as his condition was not the best. As soon as the weather condition was favourable, I 
drove to Van Reenen Bay, stopping first at Bogenfels to give it a try there. I climbed up the arch and got a very strong VHF signal of Django’s collar. I couldn’t miss 
the chance and didn’t try to get a visual before releasing the remote drop off – I triggered it just there and then. I walked into the direction of the collar and after about 
one kilometre of walk Django suddenly jumped out of his resting site, as he must have seen me approaching. Unfortunately the collar was still around his neck and he 
moved off and at one point was too far away, so that I couldn’t make out whether the collar dropped off in the meantime. But, it did. While I was following the signal 
of Django’s collar, the direction of the signal suddenly changed and I found the collar in between some bushes. I wasn’t sure how bad the damage to the computer chip 
was and was extremely happy to find out, that we could download around 1500 positions. The collar actually still recorded positions up to the time when I retrieved it. 
Not many technical things would still work in such a state. We don’t know how Django is doing, but we will go on another darting trip before Christmas and we hope 
that we will see him then. 
  
 

Thanks to Jean-Paul Roux and RodBraby for not only looking out for whales. 
 
 

  
  
  
  
  
  

HHOOWW  IITT  FFEEEELLSS  TTOO  DDRRIIVVEE  AA  RREEAALL  PPRROOJJEECCTT  VVEEHHIICCLLEE 
 

Our project got the most amazing surprise: Namdeb contacted us a few weeks ago and told us about their 
decision to sponsor a second-hand vehicle, as our present vehicle, which was also sponsored by Namdeb, 
but was one of their old mining vehicles, proved not to be reliable. We had endless repairs to the electrical 
system done and remember: had a nice cable-burn on our way to Anigab last year, just before reaching the 
dunes, which would have been a never come back journey otherwise. Going shopping for a new project 
vehicle was extremely difficult, as we had no prior experience in choosing the “right” one. We finally 
managed to find a fantastic second-hand Toyota double-cab in Windhoek and our management committee 
decided to go for it. We had an extra fuel tank, a water tank and an extra battery fitted and had the vehicle 
delivered to Keetmanshoop. 
It went on its maiden trip to Ford Reef, when we were invited to speak about the Pocket Beach Monitoring 
Project in connection with Namdeb’s Safety and Health programme. We never drove more confortably into 
the desert. 
During the last weeks, we had our telemetry aerial and radio fitted and just have to make it a bit more 
sandblasting-proof in the new year.  

THANK YOU SO MUCH 
 
Also thanks to Tristan Cooper, who had a look at the vehicle and gave the final thumbs up and to Holger and Helmut Plietz for giving us mechanical advise on the pros 
and cons of different vehicles.  
 
 

AADDVVEERRTTIISSEEMMEENNTT  
 

Gary Frier, a Cape Town based artist, advertised the Brown Hyena 
Research Project on his pamphlets. You can have a look at his amazing 

artworks at www.friersart.com 
 

THANK YOU VERY MUCH 

BBRROOWWNN  HHYYEENNAA  WWEEBB  PPAAGGEE  
 

The web page is operational again. We urgently need to update it, but 
will  postpone that to next year. Nevertheless, all newsletters and other 
reports can be downloaded from the “News” page. 
Thank you very much to Riaan Laubscher and Upstart Technologies 
for continuing to sponsor the site. 

for a site visit in September. We arrived at the Van Reenen Bay seal colony and immediately 
received Django’s collar’s VHF signal. The first excitement was over quickly when we realised 
that the pulse rate of the signal indicated that the collar had dropped off. The collar was not 
programmed to drop off that early, which meant, that the equipment most probably had a 
malfunction and that the drop off had triggered prematurely. We determined the direction of the 
signal and started walking towards it, expecting to find the collar lying somewhere in the desert. 
As soon as we reached one of the hilltops overlooking the Van Reenen Bay seal colony, we saw, 
that a brown hyena was walking up and down the beach in order to find food. The direction of 
the signal indicated, that the collar was exactly at the same position than the moving hyena and 
it was clear, that the collar was still around Django’s neck. We suspected that it was stuck in the 
long hair, as it happened with Halenge before, but we needed to make sure. We carefully 
approached the hyena and got close enough to see, that the collar was badly damaged, but that 
the drop off mechanism was not released. Therefore it remained a puzzle, why the pulse rate 
indicated drop off, but we assumed that it had to do with the damage. Unfortunately we didn’t 
bring the remote drop off unit for the GPS collars, as we didn’t expect any problems. To make 
things worse, Gino was not in town and we knew that we could only fly in November again to 
locate Django and to have the collar dropped off. 



Brown Hyena Research Project 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

AANNOOTTHHEERR  SSAADD  SSTTOORRYY  
  

IItt  uunnffoorrttuunnaatteellyy  nneevveerr  eennddss::  TThhee  mmoosstt  rreecceenntt  rrooaadd  kkiillll  hhaappppeenneedd  rriigghhtt  aafftteerr  oonnee  ooff  oouurr  bbrroowwnn  hhyyeennaa  wwaarrnniinngg  ssiiggnnss,,  wwhhiicchh  wweerree  mmoouunntteedd  nneexxtt  ttoo  tthhee  rrooaadd  aatt  tthhee  
bbeeggiinnnniinngg  ooff  tthhiiss  yyeeaarr..  FFoorrttuunnaatteellyy  tthhee  rrooaadd  kkiillll  wwaass  rreeppoorrtteedd  ttoo  tthhee  BBrroowwnn  HHyyeennaa  RReesseeaarrcchh  PPrroojjeecctt  eeaarrllyy  tthhee  nneexxtt  mmoorrnniinngg  aanndd  wwee  ddrroovvee  oouutt  iimmmmeeddiiaatteellyy  ttoo  ccoolllleecctt  tthhee  
ccaarrccaassss..    

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  BBeeffoorree::  MMeerrlliinn  iinn  22000033  bbeeffoorree  ffiittttiinngg  tthhee  GGPPSS  ccoollllaarr  ((pphhoottoo  ttaakkeenn  bbyy  BB..  KKoollaarr))            AAfftteerr::  MMeerrlliinn  bbeeffoorree  bbeeiinngg  ddiisssseecctteedd    
  

UUppoonn  aarrrriivvaall  aatt  tthhee  aacccciiddeenntt  ssiittee,,  wwee  ssaaww  iimmmmeeddiiaatteellyy  tthhaatt  tthhee  ccaarrccaassss  wwaass  ggoonnee..  TThhiiss  hhaass  hhaappppeenneedd  ssoo  mmaannyy  ttiimmeess  iinn  tthhee  ppaasstt..  SSoommee  ppeeooppllee  jjuusstt  ppiicckk  uupp  ddeeaadd  bbrroowwnn  
hhyyeennaass  ttoo  eeiitthheerr  uussee  ppaarrttss  ffoorr  ttrraaddiittiioonnaall  hheeaalliinngg  ppuurrppoosseess  oorr  ffoorr  ffoooodd..  NNoott  tthhaatt  iitt  iiss  oonnllyy  iilllleeggaall  ttoo  ccoolllleecctt  eennddaannggeerreedd  aanniimmaallss,,  iitt  iiss  aallssoo  eexxttrreemmeellyy  iimmppoorrttaanntt  ffoorr  uuss  ttoo  
kknnooww,,  wwhhiicchh  ooff  oouurr  ssttuuddyy  aanniimmaallss  ddiiee,,  wwhheetthheerr  ooff  nnoonn--vviioolleenntt  oorr  vviioolleenntt  ccaauusseess..  NNeevveerrtthheelleessss,,  wwee  ddiissccoovveerreedd  tthhaatt  tthhee  rraaiillwwaayy  lliinnee  wwoorrkkeerr’’ss  ccaammpp  wwaass  cclloossee  bbyy  aanndd  
hhooppeedd  ttoo  ffiinndd  oouutt  ffrroomm  tthheemm,,  wwhheetthheerr  tthheeyy  hhaadd  sseeeenn  tthhee  ccaarrccaassss  aanndd  wwhheetthheerr  tthheeyy  kknneeww  ooff  iittss  wwhheerreeaabboouuttss..  AAss  iitt  ttuurrnneedd  oouutt,,  ssoommee  ooff  tthhee  wwoorrkkeerrss  hhaadd  rreemmoovveedd  tthhee  ddeeaadd  
bbrroowwnn  hhyyeennaa  ffrroomm  tthhee  ssiiddee  ooff  tthhee  rrooaadd,,  aappppaarreennttllyy  jjuusstt  ttoo  ggeett  iitt  oouutt  ooff  vviieeww,,  bbuutt  tthhaatt  iiss  ooppeenn  ttoo  ddiissccuussssiioonnss,,  aass  ssoommee  ooff  tthheemm  ppooiinntteedd  oouutt  tthhaatt  oouurr  rreemmoovvaall  ooff  tthhee  hhyyeennaa  iiss  
aa  wwaassttee  ooff  ggoooodd  mmeeaatt..  AAnnyyhhooww,,  wwee  uunnffoorrttuunnaatteellyy  hhaadd  ttoo  rreeaalliissee  tthhaatt  tthhee  bbrroowwnn  hhyyeennaa  wwaass  MMeerrlliinn,,  aa  mmaallee  aanniimmaall  ooff  tthhee  WWoollff  BBaayy  ccllaann..  HHee  bbeelloonnggeedd  ttoo  tthhee  ssaammee  ccllaann  aass  
DDoollllaarr,,  wwhhoo  wwaass  kkiilllleedd  oonn  tthhee  rrooaadd  aatt  tthhee  bbeeggiinnnniinngg  ooff  DDeecceemmbbeerr  llaasstt  yyeeaarr..  TThhee  rreeaallllyy  ssaadd  tthhiinngg  aabboouutt  tthhiiss  ssttoorryy  iiss  tthhaatt  oouurr  ddeecciissiioonn  ttoo  mmoouunntt  tthhee  wwaarrnniinngg  ssiiggnn  aatt  tthhaatt  
ppllaaccee,,  ccaammee  ffrroomm  ddaattaa  rreettrriieevveedd  ffrroomm  MMeerrlliinn’’ss  GGPPSS  ccoollllaarr..  HHee  ccrroosssseedd  tthhee  rrooaadd  eexxaaccttllyy  tthheerree  aanndd  ffiinnaallllyy  ffoouunndd  hhiiss  eenndd  tthheerree  aass  wweellll..    
AAss  mmaannyy  rrooaadd  kkiilllleedd  bbrroowwnn  hhyyeennaass  ddiissaappppeeaarr  bbeeffoorree  wwee  ccaann  ccoolllleecctt  tthhee  ccaarrccaassss,,  wwee  hhaavvee  nnoo  iinnddiiccaattiioonn  wwhheetthheerr  oouurr  wwaarrnniinngg  ssiiggnnss  aarree  ssuucccceessssffuull..  IIff  nnoo  hhyyeennaass  wweerree  
iilllleeggaallllyy  rreemmoovveedd  tthhiiss  yyeeaarr,,  tthheenn  tthheeyy  aarree  ssuucccceessssffuull,,  aass  MMeerrlliinn  iiss  tthhee  oonnllyy  vviiccttiimm  ffoorr  tthhiiss  yyeeaarr  ssoo  ffaarr..  LLeett’’ss  hhooppee  tthhaatt  iitt  ssttaayyss  tthhaatt  wwaayy..  
  
TThhaannkkss  ttoo  GGiisseellaa  WWoolltteerrss  ffoorr  rreeppoorrttiinngg  tthhee  aacccciiddeenntt  aanndd  JJeeaann--PPaauull  RRoouuxx  ffoorr  hheellppiinngg  ttoo  ffiinndd  tthhee  ccaarrccaassss..  TThhaannkkss  ttoo  FFaabbiieennnnee  BBeerreennss  ffoorr  aassssiissttiinngg  wwiitthh  tthhee  ddiisssseeccttiioonn..  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

BBOOGGEENNFFEELLSS  AATTTTEEMMPPTT  NNUUMMBBEERR  33  
 

We are really trying our best to fit the GPS collars on brown hyenas in 
the Bogenfels area, but most of the time we can only enjoy the 
beautiful scenery and have to observe jackals stealing our bait. Not 
that we are becoming desperate, but we are taking every opportunity at 
the moment to dart hyenas, even if it means to only go out for one 
night. We were very lucky to have Katja Koeppel, a vet from Pretoria 
visiting in November and together with Brian Kuhn, the 
palaeontologist from the University of Pretoria, we drove out for one 
night to catch one of these difficult animals. We were not expecting 
much, as our last two trips were really unsuccessful, as we spent nights 
on end waiting and considering studying jackals instead. But usually if 
you don’t expect anything, things start happening: a brown hyena 
stumbled over our bait around midnight. We used our new dart gun to 
immobilise the animal. Everything went perfect and we started to 
search for the brown hyena after five minutes – nothing, but we found 
its tracks and there was no sign of it starting to stumble – it just moved 
into the mountains. After two hours of search, we gave up and had to 
live with the thought, that the dart did not go off and release the drug. 

 
               Enjoying the scenery 
 

Maybe next time…. 
 
Thanks to Katja and Brian for an amazing trip, unfortunately without 
hyenas. 

NNEEWWSS  
  

The brown hyena roaming the streets of Luderitz is still keeping dogs alert and 
people awake. There was a little gap in its visits and we thought that it might 
have had enough of town, but just last week it was seen again.  We also finally 
caught a glimpse of it, but still don’t know which one of the animals of the 
Peninsula clan it is.  
Thanks to Helmuth, Gerry, Ron, Crispin for reporting the sightings in town. 
 
Brian Kuhn has finished his data collection at the brown hyena den sites last 
month. He survived the gale force winds and actually finally saw some brown 
hyenas while he was working at a den near Baker’s Bay. We are looking 
forward to see his results and will keep you informed.  
 
Vicky, the female brown hyena that was collared near the Kaukasib fountain, is 
still missing. We only have a few months left to find her and we will try our 
best to retrieve the collar.  
 
The Namibia Environment Fund unfortunately did not approve of our proposal 
and therefore don’t continue to support the inland demography study. They are 
usually not supporting pure research projects that have little socio-economic 
impact and we therefore understand their decision. 

WWEE  WWIISSHH  YYOOUU  AALLLL  AA  MMEERRRRYY  CCHHRRIISSTTMMAASS  AANNDD  AA  
HHAAPPPPYY  NNEEWW  YYEEAARR  

  
TTHHAANNKKSS  FFOORR  AALLLL  YYOOUURR  SSUUPPPPOORRTT  

Also researchers get caught on the camera trap…. 



Brown Hyena Research Project 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

  
VVAANN  RREEEENNEENN  BBAAYY  ““HHOOLLIIDDAAYY””  

  

I decided to take a short break from town life in October to find some piece and quiet away from ringing 
telephones and the internet to continue writing my doctorate. For sure, I couldn’t just sit and read and 
write and checked the seal colony for brown hyena activity twice during the day. My look-out post was 
on a cliff, approximately 1.5 km away from the foraging hyenas. Whenever I spotted a hyena on my 
checks, I sprinted down through the hummock dunes to get close enough to take ID photographs – I just 
couldn’t let it be (in my mind field work comes first and writing second…). However, the brown hyenas 
never saw me approaching, but Murphy’s law ruled and whenever I reached the end of the hummocks, the 
hyena disappeared over the cliff to the northern side of the colony. Didn’t make me too happy, but the 
worst was, that running down the dunes was fine, but walking up again was not. I played the game three 
times and would have done it a fourth time if the opportunity would have presented itself, but somehow, 
probably for my own good, it did not happen. 
Anyhow, I couldn’t complain, as I had good company back at the field station. A pair of jackals with four 
pups and two helpers kept me company. Their den was under my bedroom, so that I did not get much 
sleep at night: the adults came back to regurgitate food several times and the pups greeted them nicely 
through intense howling. But I wouldn’t have want to miss it for anything. 

  
  

FFUUNNDDRRAAIISSIINNGG  AANNDD  DDOONNAATTIIOONNSS  
  

NNaammddeebb  ssppoonnssoorreedd  oouurr  nneeww  pprroojjeecctt  vveehhiiccllee  aanndd  ccoonnttiinnuueess  ttoo  ssuuppppoorrtt  tthhee  BBrroowwnn  HHyyeennaa  RReesseeaarrcchh  PPrroojjeecctt  wwiitthh  mmoonntthhllyy  ddoonnaattiioonnss..  TThheeyy  aallssoo  ssppoonnssoorreedd  ffoouurr  GGPPSS  ccoollllaarrss  
ffoorr  tthhee  PPoocckkeett  BBeeaacchh  MMoonniittoorriinngg  PPrroojjeecctt,,  aa  pprree  ttoo  ppoosstt  iimmppaacctt  ssttuuddyy  iinn  aa  nneeww  mmiinniinngg  aarreeaa.. 
 
The Critical Ecosystem Partnership Fund approved of our proposal and supports the brown hyena demography study in inland areas of the Sperrgebiet. The other 
project partners are the Nedbank Go Green Fund and the Succulent Karoo Ecosystem Planning (SKEP). 
 
The Wilderness Safaris Wildlife Trust continued their sponsoring for the Brown Hyena Research Project for another year and made a generous donation. Parts of 
their donation will go towards the repairs of Django’s damaged GPS collar. 
 
The Predator Conservation Trust in the UK also continued to sponsor our project. They contributed towards the purchase of a digital video camera with night-time 
video option. We will use this equipment to do the first night-time observations of brown hyenas foraging at seal colonies. 
 
Thanks to Jürgen Syvertsen of Luderitz Smokeries and to the OK Grocer for storing bait for our darting projects. A big thank you to Wilfried Erni who always 
thinks about the needs of the project and donated so much bait, that it will last us for two trapping trips. 
 
A big thank you again for accepting our slot tins goes to Luderitz Yacht Club, Bay View Hotel, Coastway Tours, Sandrose, Luderitz Safaris and Tours, 
Kolmanskop Curio Shop, Grillenberger’s Bottle Store and Namibia Wildlife Resorts. 

  
  

TTHHEE  BBRROOWWNN  HHYYEENNAA  RREESSEEAARRCCHH  PPRROOJJEECCTT  WWOOUULLDD  LLIIKKEE  TTOO  TTHHAANNKK  TTHHEE  FFOOLLLLOOWWIINNGG  PPEEOOPPLLEE  AANNDD  CCOOMMPPAANNIIEESS  
FFOORR  TTHHEEIIRR  HHEELLPP  AANNDD  SSUUPPPPOORRTT::  

 
Namdeb 
Caltex 
Siemens 
Shell Solar 
Predator Conservation 
Trust 
OK Grocer 
Truckscan 
Critical Ecosystem 
Partnership Fund 
Nebank Green Fund 
Namibia Environment 
Fund 

GraphPad Software, Inc. 
Benguela Enterprises CC 
Hottentot Bay Investment 
Cc 
Wilderness Safaris 
Wildlife Trust 
Namibia Nature 
Foundation 
Sidewinder Films 
Forbidden Land 
Coastway Tours 
4x4 Adventures 
Namibian Breweries 

BHP Billiton 
Divpac 
Raleigh International 
Luderitz Bay Shipping 
&Forwarding 
First National Bank 
Luderitz Yacht Club 
Luderitz SPAR 
Windhoek Optics 
Wild Horse Trust 
Upstart Technologies  
Seaflower 

Coastal Electric & 
Hardware 
Nest Hotel 
ESRI 
MET 
MFMR 
Luderitz Safaris &Tours 
Riaan Laubscher 
Andrew Cunningham 
Alex MacKay 
Gino Noli 
Kathy Peard 
Jessica Kemper 

Jean-Paul Roux 
Trygve Cooper 
Volker & Daggie Jahnke 
Johann du Toit 
Frikkie Kraamwinkel 
Rene Rossler 
Ronel v.d. Merwe 
Steve Appleton 
George Shimaneni 
Gisela Wolters 
Kolette Grobler 
Norbert Klosta 
Wilfried Erni 

Erich Looser 
Lino Scanavino 
Jürgen Syvertsen 
Morag Burrell 
Beppo Family 
Willem Swiegers 
Luderitz Backpackers 
 
 
 

      
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 O D W  BN    I A M O N D S    E   U I L D

BNAMDE

Mom, dad and youngsters 
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BROWN HYENA RESEARCH PROJECT WEBSITE: 

www.strandwolf.org.za 
 

P. O. Box 739 Lüderitz 
Tel.: ++264 (0)63 202114, Fax: ++264 (0)63 202114 

e-mail: strandwolf@iway.na 
 

If you would prefer to do a bank transfer, the details are as follows: 
Brown Hyena Research Project – Nedbank Namibia 

Lüderitz Branch, Branch Code 161071 
Account number: 1610 007182 

 
 

ADOPTION AND DONATION FORM 
Post form to Brown Hyena Research Project, P. O. Box 739, Lüderitz, Namibia or 

 e-mail to strandwolf@iway.na 
 

 ,Adopt/Sponsor a brown hyena for one year (N$/ZAR 1500-00, Euro/US$ 250-00  ٱ
£ 150-00) 

 
  ,Become a friend of the Brown Hyena Research Project - annual fee: N$/ZAR 500-00, Euro/US$ 50-00  ٱ

£ 35-00 discount for members from Namibia (60%) and other African countries (30%) 
 
    £ ,$I would prefer to donate N$/ZAR, Euro/US  ٱ

 
 

I enclose a cheque for the amount of  N$/ZAR, Euro/US$, £ 
 

Name: 
 
Postal Address:  
 
 
 
 
Country:       Tel.:  
 
e-mail:        
  
Date:        Signature:  
 
 
 
Thank you very much for your support! 

BBRROOWWNN  HHYYEENNAA  RREESSEEAARRCCHH  PPRROOJJEECCTT  
Contact Details 


