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SSPPOOTTTTEEDD  HHYYEENNAA  CCAAPPTTUURREE  AATT  GGAARRUUBB 
 
In this newsletter, the spotted hyenas make the headlines! After spending many months trying to capture and collar brown hyenas, Amanda and I finally decided to try 
our luck with the Garub spotted hyenas – they were so easy to catch last year and we badly needed some success to boost our confidence. So when we received a phone 
call from Klein Aus Vista, informing us that a mare had died close to the horse water trough at Garub, we packed our things (well, the car was actually already packed) 
and drove to Aus. On arrival, we quickly had a look at the dead horse, which had already been partly eaten by hyenas the previous night. Therefore, we were full of 
confidence, that we would collar another spotted hyena pretty quickly. And here goes the story about the most unsuccessful and disappointing darting trip ever:  

All our hopes were up when at around midnight during the first night, three spotted hyenas appeared in the area. 
They were several hundred metres away from the dead mare and after some time we decided to play the piglet 
distress call to attract the hyenas to the bait. While playing the sound, one of the animals marched quickly 
towards our car, circled around it, but stayed at a good distance, so we did not get the chance to dart it. We still 
saw the animals in the area until 4:30 h in the morning before they disappeared into the desert. Well, this was 
not too bad for a start and since they did not come to feed at the horse, we were confident, that they would come 
close the next night. So again, we drove to the horse in the evening and I started to walk around in the area to get 
an idea into which direction the hyenas disappeared the previous night. Suddenly, I stumbled across another 
dead mare, just 100 metres away from the other one. Well, jackpot – fresh bait and the hyenas know that there is 
food around. So we dragged the other mare to our darting site and sat in the car in anticipation. Suddenly, at 
21:30 h we heard two short ‘whoop’ calls – you can imagine our excitement. By then Christine had joined us, 
too and all of us were wide awake and hoping for the best. But that was it for the night: no sighting, no more 
vocalisation and three very tired team members. 

Exhausted stallion at Garub    We also discovered fresh hyena spoor at the horse water trough and therefore decided to drag the two horses 
closer to the trough. And again, we went out the next evening to give it another go. As our luck goes: we found ourselves caught in a very severe sandstorm. We could 
not see more than 2 metres in front of us, so even if the hyenas would approach our bait, we would be unable to dart them. Shortly after 20:00 h we thought that we saw 
some spotted hyena eyes on the ridge behind the trough, but no bait was eaten the next morning. Not much we could do: just go back to camp, catch up on some sleep 
and drive out again. The next night, one of the spotted hyenas went to the trough to drink, but once we switched on the spotlights, it ran away. It came back a few more 
times, but remained skittish with the spotlight. We had also dragged the horse carcasses a bit further away from the trough and our plan was to walk towards the 
feeding hyenas once they are at the bait. Well, bad plan. We did not see the hyenas feeding at the bait, but one of the horses had been dragged down the ridge by hyenas 
– we missed it completely. Next night, the same: hyena comes to the trough, spotlight on, hyena gone. Back to camp, sleeping, back to the trough. When we arrived at 
the tourist hide near the horse trough, we had company of a stallion in a very poor condition. It seems as if he was bitten by a snake, as one of his hindlegs was badly 
swollen. He stayed with us for a few hours before moving off into the veld. We did not see any hyenas that night, but when we checked the area for hyena spoor the 
next morning, we found the stallion that had died in the meantime about 200 metres away from our hide. And: the spotted hyenas had been feeding on him, while our 
eyes were locked into the other direction. They did not make any noises and sneaked around us perfectly. So again, we dragged the stallion to the other horses and 
unwilling to give up, spent the next night near the trough again. Nothing. Well, can’t blame the hyenas. Having full stomachs from eating three horses would also make 
me rest for a while. We tried for one more night before returning back to Luderitz. Needless to say, nothing happenend, but Christine checked the stallion the day after 
we left and he had been completely consumed by the hyenas. So again: they outsmarted us!!! 
However, as usual, not a reason to give up. Two tour guides from Klein Aus Vista reported several 
spotted hyena sightings between the moutains Dikwillem and Klein Willem during broad daylight. 
We suspected that there must be a den in that area and when Gino and I flew for our data 
downloads at the beginning of November, we circled around the mountains and actually found a 
beautiful cave that looked like a perfect den site. In the meantime, we had made arrangements to go 
for another spotted hyena capture attempt at the beginning of December. The South African 
Wildlife Show 50/50 wanted to do a follow up on the brown hyena documentary that they had done 
three years earlier and they wanted to include the spotted hyena study into the story. As Amanda 
had left by then, we asked Renscha Beeker, the vet from Rosh Pinah to supervise the darting and 
she happily agreed. We were also very fortunate that Thorsten and Walter Theile from the Farm 
Namtib contacted us, as they had an injured horse on the farm that needed to be euthanized and 
which I could use as bait. Maybe the luck was on our side this time. On my way to fetch the horse 
from Namtib, I stopped at the horse trough and couldn’t believe my eyes, when I discovered a dead 
horse. Well, so much for having more luck – the hyenas would have full stomachs again and our 
chance of capture was minimal. Still, I could not give up and returned with the bait to Klein Aus  
Vista a day later to meet with the film crew: Linda, Johan and Pierre. Renscha was to arrive a day    Spotted hyena den at Klein Willem – yes, we are flying – sort of! 
later.  We used the ‘spare’ day to walk to Klein Willem to have a look at the suspected den site – and: it was indeed a nice den site with lots of hyena faeces, prey 
remains and fresh spoor around. I felt really confident that we would be able to capture them in that area. So I gutted the horse and left the intestines in front of the den 
to give them a  little appetiser before offering the whole bait the next night. It is really hard to continue with this story, as nothing happened during the two nights of 
capture attempts: no hyenas, no vocalisation, no nothing. Fair enough, we were about 500 metres away from the den with our bait, as we could not drive offroad to get 
closer to the entrance, but still, the hyenas should have picked up on the bait. Every morning we found fresh tracks at the den and one hyena even approached the bait 
but stopped about 20 metres short of it – too far to be darted (well, and we actually did not see the animal approaching). The Garub spotted hyenas turn out to be as 
difficult as the Sperrgebiet brown hyenas – I wonder who told them about us and our intentions… We really tried everything, darting from a vehicle, from our hide, on 
foot and from bedrolls. Well, I have planned to try boxtraps again, haven’t got much hope that it works, but since nothing else does, I have nothing to lose… Still, both 
darting trips were wonderful, we all had a great time and enjoyed the area tremendiously – and even all the flat tyres that my vehicle or I (as the driver) attracted, did 
not spoil the experience.   
 
Thanks to Amanda and Christine, to Renscha for joining us on short notice, to Piet for helping with the ‘darting’ and to Linda, Johan and Pierre for their good sense of 
humour, and many thanks to the family Theile from Farm Namtib for donating the bait and welcoming me on their farm. 
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RROODDIINN  CCOONNTTIINNUUEESS  TTOO  BBEE  FFUUNNNNYY 
 

Rodin’s downloads have always been tricky: his VHF signal disappears, there are many interferences with other radio signals in his area, or he disappears into a cave and 
we lose radio signal contact. Not so this time: yes, finally a success story. Gino and I had just done Caspar’s download in the Klinghardt Mountains – one of the usual 
sickening, tight circle downloads. So we were feeling a bit weak, but needed to do at least another download to make the flying worthwhile. We quickly received Rodin’s 
signal near the Baker’s Bay seal colony, but could also hear from the 60 ppm signal, that he was still moving. We found him approximately 4 km north of the seal 
colony, walking towards the colony along the beach. What a sight! 
He was not concerned about the plane circling around him – and we followed him until he nearly reached the seal colony. The download went perfect and we hardly lost 
any lines during transmission. It was so nice to see him and he still seems to be in a good condition. He also enjoyed the surf now and then, wading into the water and 
checking the plane with his big, brown eyes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Sickening Caspar download track Relaxed Rodin download track Aerial photo of Rodin during download 
 

  
  

TTRRAAGGIICC  NNEEWWSS::  SSHHAAUUNN  
 
In December 2006 Shaun, Emma and Phoebe Rambert came with the BBC to help us to capture and collar brown hyenas at Garub and Van Reenen Bay. Although we 
only spent a few days together, I really felt that I had made some new friends. We have been in contact now and then since the filming and many of my newsletters 
featured the ‘Shaun-Method’ of bedroll darting – a success story I will never forget. Therefore, I was extremely shocked to hear the tragic news that Shaun had died 
during a helicopter darting procedure in October this year. Many of you possibly know the Rambert family and also feel the loss. 
The Rambert family suggested donations to the Brown Hyena Research Project in memory of Shaun. Emma has such a big heart and I herewith would like to thank her 
and everybody, who contributed to the Shaun-brown-hyena fund. 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HHYYEENNAASS  CCAAUUSSEE  HHAAVVOOCC  NNEEAARR  SSWWAAKKOOPPMMUUNNDD  
  
IIff  wwee  ccaann’’tt  ccaappttuurree  SSppeerrrrggeebbiieett  bbrroowwnn  hhyyeennaass  aanndd  GGaarruubb  ssppootttteedd  hhyyeennaass,,  wwhhyy  nnoott  ttrryyiinngg  ffuurrtthheerr  nnoorrtthh??  AAss  pprreevviioouussllyy  
rreeppoorrtteedd,,  aatt  lleeaasstt  ttwwoo  ssuubb--aadduulltt  bbrroowwnn  hhyyeennaass  wweerree  ccaauussiinngg  pprroobblleemmss  aatt  tthhee  gguuaannoo  ppllaattffoorrmmss  nnoorrtthh  ooff  SSwwaakkooppmmuunndd..  
SStteevvee  aanndd  II  ddrroovvee  ttoo  SSwwaakkooppmmuunndd  aatt  tthhee  eenndd  ooff  OOccttoobbeerr  ttoo  ttrryy  ttoo  ffiitt  aa  GGSSMM  ccoollllaarr  oonn  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  hhyyeennaass  wwiitthh  tthhee  hheellpp  
ooff  HHaarrttmmuutt  aanndd  PPeetteerr  SSaannddeerr,,  wwhhoo  hhaadd  mmoonniittoorreedd  tthhee  hhyyeennaass  ffoorr  qquuiittee  ssoommee  ttiimmee..  HHee  kknneeww  ooff  oonnee  aarreeaa  tthhaatt  tthhee  
hhyyeennaass  ffrreeqquueenntt  oofftteenn  aanndd  wwee  sseett  uupp  oouurr  bbaaiitt  aanndd  wwaaiitteedd..  FFiirrsstt  nniigghhtt::  nnootthhiinngg,,  bbuutt  wwhheenn  wwee  aarrrriivveedd  aatt  tthhee  bbaaiitt  aa  bbiitt  
llaatteerr  tthhee  nneexxtt  nniigghhtt,,  wwee  ssppootttteedd  aa  bbrroowwnn  hhyyeennaa  ffeeeeddiinngg  ttooggeetthheerr  wwiitthh  ttwwoo  jjaacckkaallss..  WWee  aapppprrooaacchheedd  tthhee  hhyyeennaa  ccaarreeffuullllyy,,  
bbuutt  tthhee  aanniimmaall  mmaannaaggeedd  ttoo  ggrraabb  aa  ppiieeccee  ooff  bbaaiitt  aanndd  ddiissaappppeeaarreedd  iinnttoo  tthhee  ddaarrkknneessss..  HHoowweevveerr,,  llaatteerr  tthhaatt  nniigghhtt,,  tthhee  
hhyyeennaa  ccaammee  bbaacckk,,  bbuutt  oonnccee  wwee  sswwiittcchheedd  oonn  tthhee  ssppoottlliigghhtt,,  iitt  ddiidd  nnoott  wwaanntt  ttoo  ggeett  cclloossee,,  ssoo  aaggaaiinn,,  oouurr  ddaarrttiinngg  aatttteemmpptt  
ffaaiilleedd..  WWee  aarrrriivveedd  aa  bbiitt  eeaarrlliieerr  tthhee  nneexxtt  nniigghhtt,,  aallssoo  ttoo  ggiivvee  HHaarrttmmuutt  ssoommee  ttiimmee  ttoo  ddoo  ssoommee  pprraaccttiiccee  sshhoottss  wwiitthh    
hhiiss  ddaarrtt  gguunn..  LLuucckkyy  tthhaatt  wwee  ddiidd  ssoo::  LLooaaddiinngg  tthhee  gguunn,,  sshhoott  aanndd::  ddaarrtt  ppooppss  oouutt  ––  ssoommeetthhiinngg  wwaass  wwrroonngg..  AAggaaiinn  aanndd              TTwwoo  ssuubb  aadduulltt  bbrroowwnn  hhyyeennaass  ((PP..  SSaannddeerr))  
aaggaaiinn  wwee  ttrriieedd,,  bbuutt  tthhee  ddaarrttss  ddiidd  nnoott  ‘‘ffllyy’’..  SStteevvee  ddrroovvee  bbaacckk  ttoo  ttoowwnn  ttoo  ffeettcchh  mmyy  ddaarrtt  gguunn,,  wwhhiicchh  wwoorrkkeedd  aanndd  wwee  rreellaaxxeedd  aa  bbiitt  aanndd  wwaaiitteedd  ffoorr  tthhee  hhyyeennaass  ttoo  ccoommee  ttoo  
tthhee  bbaaiitt..  UUnnffoorrttuunnaatteellyy  tthhee  hhyyeennaa  ddiidd  nnoott  ccoommee  bbaacckk,,  ssoo  tthhaatt  wwee  hhaavvee  ttoo  bbooookk  tthhiiss  ttrriipp  aass  aannootthheerr  uunnssuucccceessssffuull  ddaarrttiinngg  aatttteemmpptt  ––  nnootthhiinngg  nneeww..  HHoowweevveerr,,  tthhee  ggoooodd  
nneewwss  iiss  tthhaatt  tthheerree  ddooeess  nnoott  sseeeemm  ttoo  bbee  aa  pprroobblleemm  wwiitthh  bbrroowwnn  hhyyeennaass  vviissiittiinngg  tthhee  gguuaannoo  ppllaattffoorrmmss  aatt  tthhee  mmoommeenntt,,  ssoo  tthhaatt  tthhee  bbiirrddss  ccaann  sseettttllee  oonn  tthheemm  aaggaaiinn  aanndd  tthhee  
hhyyeennaass  aarree  ssaaffee  ffoorr  nnooww..  
  
TThhaannkkss  ttoo  HHaarrttmmuutt  ffoorr  jjooiinniinngg  aanndd  ffiinnaallllyy  bbeeiinngg  aabbllee  ttoo  wwoorrkk  wwiitthh  hhiiss  ‘‘llooccaall’’  hhyyeennaass..  TThhaannkkss  ttoo  PPeetteerr  SSaannddeerr  ffoorr  oorrggaanniissiinngg  tthhee  ddaarrttiinngg  ttrriipp  aanndd  ffoorr  oorrggaanniissiinngg  
ffuunnddiinngg  ffrroomm  BBPP  ((115500  ll  ooff  ffuueell))  aanndd  EErroonnggoo  AAggeenncciieess  ((22  bboottttlleess  ooff  ZZoolleettiill))..  
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OOOONNAA’’SS  EEXXPPEERRIIEENNCCEE  WWIITTHH  TTHHEE  PPLLAANNEE  
 
We finally had our first aerial sighting of Oona, but she was not too impressed. We found her as usual in the Koichab pan 
in a nicely vegetated area. On our way there, we had already seen some Leppetfaced vultures, breeding in a large tree, 
which was already amazing, so we did not think that we would also catch a glimpse of Oona. She is usually pretty 
relaxed with our download circling procedures and usually stayed nicely hidden beneath the vegetation. Not so this time. 
She jumped out of her resting site and ran several hundred metres, before settling down again. Once we had disturbed 
her, we climped to a higher altitude to avoid further disturbance, but we could still see her running through the hummock 
dunes. When she finally settled, we knew exactly where she was and therefore could do a very good download – not as 
good as Rodin’s, but the best we ever did with her from the plane. The data revealed, that she has not been in the area 
around the horse trough since September and we are starting to wonder whether the three spotted hyenas at Garub belong 
to a different hyena clan than Oona’s. I will also try to go on a darting trip to the Koichab pan to collar another animal of 
Oona’s clan. We should be able to see then whether we are really dealing with two different spotted hyena clans in the 
area. 

Can you spot the spotted hyena? 
 
Thanks to Gino for coming to Aus to fly again. We actually managed to do all the work in less than two days. What a team! 
 

  
FFUUNNDDRRAAIISSIINNGG  AANNDD  DDOONNAATTIIOONNSS  

  
AA  ttoottaall  ooff  NN$$  22339999--0033  wwaass  ccoolllleecctteedd  iinn  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  sslloott  ttiinnss::  LLuuddeerriittzz  SSaaffaarrii’’ss  &&  TToouurrss  ((22  ttiinnss)),,  KKoollmmaannsskkoopp  CCuurriioo  SShhoopp,,  EEnnvviirroonnmmeennttaall  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn  CCeennttrree  
aanndd  KKlleeiinn  AAuuss  VViissttaa..  
  
MMrrss..  TTrraauutt  ddoonnaatteedd  NN$$  220000  ttoo  tthhee  BBrroowwnn  HHyyeennaa  RReesseeaarrcchh  PPrroojjeecctt..  WWee  aallssoo  hhaavvee  aa  nneeww  mmeemmbbeerr,,  MMrr..  BBoorriiss  PPffaannddeerr..  
  
TThhee  PPrreeddaattoorr  CCoonnsseerrvvaattiioonn  TTrruusstt  iinn  tthhee  UUKK  ddoonnaatteedd  ££  11000000  ffoorr  tthhee  ppuurrcchhaassee  ooff  aa  UUHHFF  ddaattaa  ddoowwnnllooaadd  rreecceeiivveerr  ffrroomm  TTeelleevviilltt..  TThhiiss  eennaabblleess  uuss  ttoo  uussee  tthhee  mmoosstt  rreecceennttllyy  
ddeevveellooppeedd  GGPPSS  ccoollllaarrss  ttoo  mmaaxxiimmiissee  ddaattaa  rreettrriieevvaall  aanndd  ttoo  mmiinniimmiissee  ffllyyiinngg  ccoossttss..  
  
WWee  wwoouulldd  lliikkee  ttoo  tthhaannkk  BBPP  iinn  SSwwaakkooppmmuunndd  aanndd  EErroonnggoo  AAggeenncciieess  ffoorr  ssuuppppoorrttiinngg  tthhee  bbrroowwnn  hhyyeennaa  ssttuuddyy  iinn  SSwwaakkooppmmuunndd..  
  
KKlleeiinn  AAuuss  VViissttaa  aallrreeaaddyy  rraaiisseedd  NN$$  4444  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  ssaallee  ooff  bbrroowwnn  hhyyeennaa  rrooaadd  ssiiggnn  ssttiicckkeerrss  aanndd  ffrriiddggee  mmaaggnneettss..  TThheessee  mmaaggnneettss  aanndd  ssttiicckkeerrss  aarree  aallssoo  aavvaaiillaabbllee  aatt  oouurr  
EEnnvviirroonnmmeennttaall  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn  CCeennttrree  aatt  KKoollmmaannsskkoopp..  WWee  wwoouulldd  aallssoo  lliikkee  ttoo  tthhaannkk  ffaammiillyy  TThheeiillee  ffrroomm  tthhee  FFaarrmm  NNaammttiibb  ffoorr  ssuuppppoorrttiinngg  tthhee  ssppootttteedd  hhyyeennaa  ssttuuddyy  aatt  GGaarruubb..  
  
MMrrss..  MMiillddrreedd  SSaallbb  ddoonnaatteedd  UUSS$$  225500  ttoo  tthhee  pprroojjeecctt  aanndd  aaddoopptteedd  oouurr  mmoosstt  rreecceennttllyy  ccoollllaarreedd  bbrroowwnn  hhyyeennaa  ‘‘MMaayyaa’’..  TThhaannkk  yyoouu  vveerryy  mmuucchh  ffoorr  ssuuppppoorrttiinngg  tthhee  pprroojjeecctt!!  
  
NNaammddeebb  ccoonnttiinnuueess  wwiitthh  tthheeiirr  aannnnuuaall  ddoonnaattiioonn  ttoo  tthhee  BBrroowwnn  HHyyeennaa  RReesseeaarrcchh  PPrroojjeecctt  aanndd  tthhee  EEnnvviirroonnmmeennttaall  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn  CCeennttrree..  TThhee  ddoonnaattiioonn  ffoorr  tthhee  ffiinnaanncciiaall  yyeeaarr  
22000099  iiss  NN$$  110088000000..  
  

  
  

TTHHEE  BBRROOWWNN  HHYYEENNAA  RREESSEEAARRCCHH  PPRROOJJEECCTT  WWOOUULLDD  LLIIKKEE  TTOO  TTHHAANNKK  TTHHEE  FFOOLLLLOOWWIINNGG  PPEEOOPPLLEE  AANNDD  CCOOMMPPAANNIIEESS  
FFOORR  TTHHEEIIRR  HHEELLPP  AANNDD  SSUUPPPPOORRTT::  

 
Namdeb Diamond 
Corporation 
Chevron Namibia 
Siemens 
Shell Solar 
Predator Conservation 
Trust UK 
OK Grocer 
Raleigh International 

Luderitz Bay Shipping 
&Forwarding 
Luderitz SPAR 
Upstart Technologies  
ESRI 
MET 
MFMR 
Luderitz Safaris &Tours 
Riaan Laubscher 

Andrew Cunningham 
Alex MacKay 
Gino Noli 
Kathy Peard 
Jessica Kemper 
Jean-Paul Roux 
Trygve Cooper 
Volker & Daggie Jahnke 
Rene Rossler 

Ronel v.d. Merwe 
Steve Appleton 
George Shimaneni 
Gisela Wolters 
Kolette Grobler 
Wilfried Erni 
Erich Looser 
Jürgen Syvertsen 
Morag Burrell 

Luderitz Backpackers 
Mark Noffke 
Mandy Noffke 
Pisces Environmental 
Services 
Westair 
Albert Harness 
Oranjemund Moth Club 
Walter Rusch 

Beppo Family 
Jessie Salb 
Mildred Salb 
BP Swakopmund 
Erongo Agencies 
Mrs. Traut 
 
 

      
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

O D W  BN    I A M O N D S    E   U I L D

BNAMDE

WWEEBB  PPAAGGEE  
  

Many of you have probably realized that our web page is off-line at the moment. However, we are working on a new and improved page and hope to be on-line soon 
again. In the meantime, you can access the page at www.strandwolf.org.za/home. I’m really sorry for the inconvenience. 

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW 
YEAR!
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BROWN HYENA RESEARCH PROJECT WEBSITE: 

www.strandwolf.org.za/home 
 

Dr. Ingrid Wiesel 
P. O. Box 739 Lüderitz 

Tel.: ++264 (0)63 202114, Fax: ++264 (0)63 202114 
e-mail: strandwolf@iway.na 

 
 

If you would prefer to do an electronic bank transfer, the details are as follows: 
 

Brown Hyena Research Project – Nedbank Namibia 
Bismarck Street, Luderitz, 9000, Namibia 

Lüderitz Branch, Branch Code 461610 
Cheque Account 

Account number: 11010015024 
Swift code: NEDSNANX 

 
 

Post form to Brown Hyena Research Project, P. O. Box 739, Lüderitz, Namibia or 
 e-mail to strandwolf@iway.na 

 
I would like to donate N$/ZAR, Euro,US$, £ _________________________    

 
 

I enclose a cheque for the amount of  N$/ZAR, Euro,US$, £ ________________________ 
 

Name:   ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Postal Address:  ___________________________________________________________________ 
   ___________________________________________________________________ 
   ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Country: ____________________________ Tel.:   ________________________________ 
 
e-mail:  ____________________________        
  
Date:   ____________________________ Signature:  ________________________________ 
 
 

Thank you very much for your support! 

BBRROOWWNN  HHYYEENNAA  RREESSEEAARRCCHH  PPRROOJJEECCTT  
Contact Details 


