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MMIINNEERRVVAA’’SS  NNEEWW  DDEENN 

 

I was busy in December with the Wolf Bay feeding ecology study (see previous newsletter) and therefore neglected the hyenas a bit. Therefore it was a good opportunity 
when Anna and Paul from Australia visited me at the beginning of February to go out to check Minerva’s movements. I downloaded the data from her GSM collar from 
the internet, which showed an increased amount of activity at a den site near Agate Beach. This den site is outside the Diamond Area so that  my visitors could join me on 
the walk to the den. Already from a distance, I could see that the ground around the den had been disturbed and arriving at the den, the strong smell of carcasses and also 
the fresh and decomposing carcasses in the area confirmed that the den was active. Anna and Paul drove to the den the next morning and couldn’t believe it when they 
saw a single cub in front of the den. They went back two days later, when also the second cub made an appearance. I was convinced that we were dealing with a litter of 
two cubs, approximately 9 to 11 months old. I was really excited, but only found time to go to the den a few days later. On arrival, I spotted some dark, moving ‘spots 

 
Minerva (second hyena from the left) talking a walk with her four cubs 
 

in the distance. Usually, dark, moving spots turn out to be ostriches, but something did not seem right. I finally managed to get my binoculars out and could not believe 
my eyes when I saw that the spots were five (!) hyenas moving towards the den. One of the hyenas was Minerva, clearly identifiable through her collar and the other four 
smaller hyenas were her cubs. What a great start to the day! I hadn’t seen that many cubs together for over ten years, when Gypsy and Emma raised six cubs together (a 
litter of four older and two young cubs). Since the den is in a public area, I did not want to draw attention to the site and have not been back to observe the animals, but I 
monitor Minerva’s movement in the area with the help of her collar. The den was still used at the end of February, but it looks as if Minerva has moved her cubs to a new 
location inside the Diamond Area since then. 
 
Thanks to Anna and Paul for getting up early in the morning to catch a glimpse of the cubs! 

 
 

AANNOOTTHHEERR  TTHHEEFFTT  AATT  KKOOLLMMAANNSSKKOOPP  
 

Every year around the end of December and beginning of January our 
Environmental Information Centre seems to be the target of visitors that feel 
the need to steal something. Two years ago we lost a leopard skull from our 
exhibit that was used for school presentations. Last year our slot tin was stolen. 
This year, we had very cheeky thieves. Sarafina helped me to carry some 

exhibits back to my vehicle. Some visitors were in the adjoining room with the 
Diamond Mining exhibition. We decided to leave our Centre’s door open, so 
that the visitors could have a look at our exhibit, too. We came back only three 
to four minutes later and had to realise that these ‘visitors’ had stolen parts of 
our merchandize – all hyena road sign stickers were gone. Sarafina went to 
look for the persons that had been in the Diamond Mining room before we left, 
but they had vanished together with our stickers… 
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TTOOSSCCAA’’SS  TTEEEENNAAGGEE  CCUUBBSS  EEXXPPLLOORREE  TTHHEE  WWOORRLLDD 

 

Tosca moved her cubs from the Jungle den to another den, approximately 5 km 
further east shortly after Christmas. However, the cubs were close to being 
weaned by that stage and therefore it was not all too surprising for me to 
suddently get sightings of cubs reported. 
It started at the beginning of February. Steve drove to E-Bay for an EIA site 
visit in connection with another mining extension. Near Unverhofft Pan, about 
1 km east of the new den, he spotted the two ‘subadult’ hyenas, the weaned 
cubs. They got a bit of a fright, seeing the vehicle and ran back into the 
direction of the den. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Adult and the two cubs playing in front of the den 
 

The second sighting was reported by Gary Gray. He saw the two animals near the 
green water tanks next to the road between Kolmanskop and E-Bay mine. They were 
feeding on some waste that Gary still saw on the road, but also ran away when the 
vehicle stopped. I’m sure we will hear and see a lot more of these hyenas in future. 

 
 

AAEERRIIAALL  DDOOWWNNLLOOAADDSS  
  

GGiinnoo  ccaammee  ttoo  AAuuss  aatt  tthhee  bbeeggiinnnniinngg  ooff  JJaannuuaarryy  ttoo  ddoo  tthhee  aaeerriiaall  ddaattaa  ddoowwnnllooaaddss  ooff  TToossccaa  aanndd  OObbeelliixxaa..  AA  ffrriieenndd  ffrroomm  GGeerrmmaannyy,,  TThhoommaass  
KKlliimmeecckk,,  ooffffeerreedd  hhiiss  hheellpp  ttoo  ffllyy  wwiitthh  GGiinnoo  aanndd  ddoowwnnllooaadd  tthhee  ddaattaa..  II  ddrroovvee  ttoo  AAuuss  ttoo  ggiivvee  TThhoommaass  aa  ccrraasshh  ccoouurrssee  iinn  GGPPSS  tteelleemmeettrryy,,  
rreecceeiivveerr  ffuunnccttiioonn,,  sswwiittcchhiinngg  ooff  aanntteennnnaass  aanndd  hhooww  nnoott  ttoo  ggeett  ssiicckk  wwhhiillee  cciirrcclliinngg  aarroouunndd  aa  hhyyeennaa..  TThhee  wweeaatthheerr  wwaass  nnoott  tthhee  bbeesstt  ffoorr  ttaakkiinngg  ooffff  
iinn  AAuuss,,  bbuutt  oonn  ddaayy  ttwwoo  tthheeyy  mmaannaaggeedd  ttoo  ffllyy  ttoowwaarrddss  LLuuddeerriittzz  ttoo  ddoo  OObbeelliixxaa’’ss  ddoowwnnllooaadd  iinn  tthhee  EE--BBaayy  aarreeaa  aanndd  TToossccaa’’ss  iinn  tthhee  AAttllaass  BBaayy  
aarreeaa..  TThheeyy  ffoouunndd  OObbeelliixxaa  qquuiicckkllyy..  SShhee  wwaass  mmoovviinngg  nnoorrtthh  aalloonngg  EE--BBaayy  bbeeaacchh..  TThhoommaass  ttrriiggggeerreedd  tthhee  ddoowwnnllooaadd  wwhhiillee  OObbeelliixxaa  wwaass  ssttiillll  
wwaallkkiinngg  ttoowwaarrddss  tthhee  gghhoosstt  ttoowwnn  aatt  EE--BBaayy  bbeeffoorree  ffiinnddiinngg  aa  rreessttiinngg  ssiittee  iinnssiiddee  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  rruuiinnss..  TThhee  ddoowwnnllooaadd  wweenntt  wweellll  aanndd  tthheeyy  fflleeww  
ffuurrtthheerr  nnoorrtthh  ttoo  ffiinndd  TToossccaa..  TToossccaa’’ss  ddoowwnnllooaadd  wwaass  aa  bbiitt  mmoorree  ttrriicckkyy,,  nnoott  oonnllyy  bbeeccaauussee  TThhoommaass  ggoott  ssiicckk  aanndd  nneeeeddeedd  ttoo  ccoonncceennttrraattee  oonn  hhiiss  
wweellllbbeeiinngg  iinnsstteeaadd  ooff  tthhee  rreecceeiivveerr,,  bbuutt  aallssoo  bbeeccaauussee  sshhee  wwaass  iinn  aa  ddeeeepp  hhoollee,,  wwhhiicchh  mmaaddee  tthhee  ddoowwnnllooaadd  eexxttrreemmeellyy  ddiiffffiiccuulltt  ((oonnee  ooff  TToossccaa’’ss  
oolldd  ttrriicckkss  ––  sshhee  ddiidd  tthhee  ssaammee  ttoo  uuss  aa  ffeeww  yyeeaarrss  aaggoo))..  GGiinnoo  llaannddeedd  aatt  LLuuddeerriittzz  aaiirrppoorrtt  aanndd  II  mmeett  tthheemm  tthheerree  ttoo  ccoolllleecctt  tthhee  rreecceeiivveerr..  AAfftteerr  aa  
sshhoorrtt  cchhaatt  aanndd  rreeffuueelllliinngg  tthhee  ppllaannee,,  GGiinnoo  aanndd  TThhoommaass  ttooookk  ooffff  aaggaaiinn,,  bbuutt  nnoott  ffoorr  lloonngg..  SSoommeetthhiinngg  wwaass  wwrroonngg  wwiitthh  tthhee  ppllaannee  aanndd  GGiinnoo  
mmaannaaggeedd  ttoo  ffllyy  aa  ppeerrffeecctt  88  ttoo  ggeett  bbaacckk  ttoo  tthhee  aaiirrppoorrtt..  TThhee  ppllaannee  wwaass  oobbvviioouussllyy  ggrroouunnddeedd  iinn  LLuuddeerriittzz  aanndd  GGiinnoo  iiss  mmaakkiinngg  ppllaannss  aatt  tthhee  
mmoommeenntt  ttoo  hhaavvee  iitt  ffiixxeedd..  WWee  wwiillll  tthheerreeffoorree  ddoo  tthhee  nneexxtt  ddoowwnnllooaaddss  ffrroomm  tthhee  ggrroouunndd,,  bbuutt  II  ccaann’’tt  wwaaiitt  ffoorr  oouurr  nneexxtt  ttrraacckkiinngg  fflliigghhtt,,  hhooppeeffuullllyy  
aarroouunndd  JJuunnee  tthhiiss  yyeeaarr..                                                EEmmeerrggeennccyy    llaannddiinngg  

                
TTHHEE  CCAAMMEERRAA  TTRRAAPP  GGAALLLLEERRYY 

 
Atlas Bay  Stealthcam images: 

   
Inquisitive brown hyena cub        Unknown adult hyena carrying food back to the den 
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FFUUNNDDRRAAIISSIINNGG  AANNDD  DDOONNAATTIIOONNSS  
  
LLuuddeerriittzz  SSaaffaarriiss  aanndd  TToouurrss  ccoolllleecctteedd  NN$$  448899..0055  iinn  tthheeiirr  sslloott  ttiinn..  TThhaannkk  yyoouu  vveerryy  mmuucchh  ffoorr  yyoouurr  ccoonnttrriibbuuttiioonn..  
  
AA  bbrroowwnn  hhyyeennaa  ffrroomm  tthhee  PPeenniinnssuullaa//WWoollff  BBaayy  CCllaann  wwaass  aaddoopptteedd  aass  aa  pprreesseenntt  bbyy  TThhoommaass  LLoonngg  ffoorr  RRiicchhaarrdd  SS..  GGiillll..  TThhee  hhyyeennaa  wwaass  nnaammeedd  AAnnddyy  aanndd  wwee  hhooppee  ttoo  bbee  aabbllee  
ttoo  ffiitt  aa  GGPPSS  ccoollllaarr  oonn  AAnnddyy  iinn  AAuugguusstt  tthhiiss  yyeeaarr..  
  
TToossccaa  wwaass  aallssoo  aaddoopptteedd..  TThhaannkkss  ttoo  EEllkkee  BBeerrggeerr  KKuunnzz  ffoorr  ssuuppppoorrttiinngg  tthhee  pprroojjeecctt  bbyy  ssppoonnssoorriinngg  tthhiiss  ssppeecciiaall  hhyyeennaa..  
  
OOuurr  lloonngg  tteerrmm  ssppoonnssoorr  CChheevvrroonn  ccoonnttrriibbuutteedd  ffuueell  ttoo  tthhee  aammoouunntt  ooff  NN$$  1155..000000  ttoo  tthhee  pprroojjeecctt..  TThhaannkk  yyoouu  vveerryy  mmuucchh  ffoorr  tthhiiss  lloonngg  tteerrmm  ssuuppppoorrtt..  
  
TThhee  PPrreeddaattoorr  CCoonnsseerrvvaattiioonn  TTrruusstt  iinn  tthhee  UUKK  aallssoo  ccoonnttiinnuueedd  ttoo  ssuuppppoorrtt  tthhee  hhyyeennaa  pprroojjeecctt..  WWee  rreecceeiivveedd  aa  ddoonnaattiioonn  ooff  ££  11..330000  ttoowwaarrddss  tthhiiss  yyeeaarr’’ss  ddaarrttiinngg  eexxppeennsseess..  
  
AA  ssppeecciiaall  bbiigg  tthhaannkk  yyoouu  ggooeess  ttoo  NNaammddeebb..  NNaammddeebb  hhaass  bbeeeenn  ssuuppppoorrttiinngg  tthhee  hhyyeennaa  pprroojjeecctt  wwiitthh  ggeenneerroouuss  ddoonnaattiioonnss  ssiinnccee  11999999..  WWee  rreecceeiivveedd  aannootthheerr  ddoonnaattiioonn  ooff  NN$$  
110066..220000  ttoo  ccoovveerr  oouurr  ggeenneerraall  aannnnuuaall  eexxppeennsseess  aanndd  ttoo  rruunn  tthhee  EEnnvviirroonnmmeennttaall  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn  CCeennttrree  aatt  KKoollmmaannsskkoopp..  
  

TTHHAANNKK  YYOOUU  VVEERRYY  MMUUCCHH  FFOORR  YYOOUURR  SSUUPPPPOORRTT!!  
  

  
TTHHEE  BBRROOWWNN  HHYYEENNAA  RREESSEEAARRCCHH  PPRROOJJEECCTT  WWOOUULLDD  LLIIKKEE  TTOO  TTHHAANNKK  TTHHEE  FFOOLLLLOOWWIINNGG  PPEEOOPPLLEE  AANNDD  CCOOMMPPAANNIIEESS  

FFOORR  TTHHEEIIRR  HHEELLPP  AANNDD  SSUUPPPPOORRTT::  
 

Namdeb Diamond 
Corporation 
Chevron Namibia 
Predator Conservation 
Trust UK 
OK Grocer 
Luderitz SPAR 
ESRI 
MET 

MFMR 
Luderitz Safaris &Tours 
Gino Noli 
Kathy Peard 
Jessica Kemper 
Jean-Paul Roux 
Trygve Cooper 
Volker & Daggie Jahnke 
Rene Rossler 

Ronel v.d. Merwe 
Steve Appleton 
George Shimaneni 
Kolette Grobler 
Wilfried Erni 
Erich Looser 
Jürgen Syvertsen 
Morag Burrell 
Luderitz Backpackers 

Westair 
Walter Rusch 
Beppo Family 
Jessie Salb 
Mildred Salb 
BP Swakopmund 
Erongo Agencies 
Mrs. Traut 
Christine Lindner 

Nils Schultze 
Chris Voets 
Louise Yates 
Nicole & Adam Baden-
Clay 
Antje Burke 
Coastway Tours 
Kirk Suedmeyer 

Helmut & Herta 
Syvertsen 
Chris Bird 
Coastway Tour Service 
Station 
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