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Baker’s Bay Hyenas
by

Ingrid Wiesel

I had the great priviledge to spend a week at Baker’s Bay in April to join a film team as the scientific advisor and presenter.
However, I also had the opportunity to service all camera traps and to observe hyenas foraging at the seal colony, which I had not
done in detail since 2003. Not one day went by without a hyena sighting at the colony, but also elsewhere. On one of these days,
Max and I were driving back from our lookout point in the mountains to
the eastern side of the seal colony, taking the back road to not disturb any
hyenas that may be on their way to forage at the colony. Suddenly, we
spotted a hyena feeding on something, which turned out to be a jackal
carcass. The hyena, visibly disturbed by us, picked the carcass up to carry
it over the next mountain ridge to find a better protected feeding site –
however, once it started walking, two jackals suddenly appeared, having
hidden somewhere, and followed the hyena, but keeping a good distance.
We were wondering whether the hyena had killed one of their family
members. We looked at the original feeding site, but there was not much
blood and also no sign of a fight. Maybe the hyena just scavenged the
jackal or may have killed it elsewhere.
Also, all camera traps had fantastic captures of brown hyenas and we
have a reasonable amount of images by now to start establishing an ID
book. We will also use footage and still images from other filming projects
that we ackompanied to Baker’s Bay since 2017 to identify resident
individuals, one of whom, we know quite well: we call her the ‘old Lady’.
She spends a lot of time at the seal colony trying to hunt herself or steal
prey from jackals. In April, she spend an entire afternoon chasing seals
and finally capturing one. After having fed on the seal for a bit, she went
to a rocky overhang, where she disappeared, possibly resting. This rock
was right in
the centre of the seal colony, in between groups of seals and close to
the sea. The old Lady was still resting at that place when the film team
had to leave shortly before sunset.
The next moring was our last and we had still planned to film some
interviews at the colony. We had just set-up the camera and had started
with the interviews, when the old Lady decided to show herself. She had
actually stayed underneath the rocky overhand the entire night. What a
perfect ending of our time, filming an interview with a hyena foraging in
the background. No-one could concentrate on the filming work to be
done, though .
Thanks to Christine Bays, Hans Lichti, John Jackson, Christophe Baudry
and Thomas Labourasse for making our time at Baker’s Bay special.

Hyena Distribution Mapping Project Workshop
by Ingrid Wiesel

When the hyena distribution mapping project was initiated in March
2018 (see issue 62), I was not expecting that it would also lead to a
first meeting of HSG members, which was held last week at Ongava
Research Centre in northern Namibia. The aim of the workshop was
to review all distribution data that had been collected over the past
year, to identify gaps and decide on the publication format. We also
decided to from a threats assessment group and I will report more
about this in future newsletters.
It was absolutely amazing to meet all these hyena scientists and also
the mapping specialists, whose overwhelming task it still is to sort
through all the different data formats in order to update distribution
maps and to model distribution on different scales. However, the first
maps have been produced and I want to use this opportunity to
thank everyone, who has contributed data to our National Red Data List Book for Carnivores in Namibia via the Environmental
Information Service or directly to me, as all this data is also going to be used for the global project. Just a reminder: the deadline for
further occurrence contributions is 15 August 2019 and we are especially looking for additional aardwolf and striped hyena data.
Anyone, who has non-recorded observations of all four hyena species though, can either contact me directly or upload data to the
Namibian Environmental Information Service or the iNaturalist citizen science network.

It was great meeting all participants: John Mendelsohn, Florian Weise, Stéphanie Périquet, Stephanie Dloniak, Andrew Jacobson,
Arjun Dheer, Allison Killea, Courtney McCorstin, Einat Bar-Ziv, Miquel Torrents-Ticó, Bettina Wachter and Richard Yarnell.

Support
We managed to raise funds to cover traveling costs for four members of the SSC Hyaena Specialist Group through a
GoFundMe campaign in May this year. Our aim was to raise US$ 2000 and with the help of 25 donors we raised a total of
US$ 2178. Thanks very much for your support.
A big thank you also goes to Namdeb, who had renewed their annual donation to the project. Their support is essential
to cover our every day running costs. Thank you so much!
News
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/2019/06/hyenas-myths-lion-king-africa/

Camera Trap Images
We are processing our camera trap data and her are some images that made us smile:

Another cheetah at Van Reenen Bay – a regular visitor by now.

Brown hyena at the Shelter camera trap.

Brown hyena close to Baker’s Bay spring.

Two hyenas playing or fighting (?) in front of the camera trap.
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