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We Are Back
by

Ingrid Wiesel

The last Newsletter was published in March last year, by that time, we all still thought that our projects, the darting season and
travels to Namibia would just be postponed for a few weeks, maybe a couple of months. Now a year later, we are still not able to
continue with all projects as before, but at least we have started with fieldwork again. Sabrina has been busy in the meantime
analysing data and writing a manuscript, whereas Marie Lemerle finally arrived in Lüderitz in November to start with her PhD
studies. Sue has been servicing the camera traps as much as it was possible with the ever changing restrictions.
Plans for this year are to naturally continue with our work at Garub, E-Bay, Bogenfels/Van Reenen Bay and Baker’s Bay and to start a
new project with the community in Oranjemund. Darting is tentatively planned for October, but Marie may try to fit GPS collars at
Baker’s Bay already in April.
A big thank you to all of you who have continued to support us and continue to show interest in our project! In 2020 our grant
proposal to the Nedbank Go Green Fund was successful, the Kansas City Zoo sponsored GPS collars and the Namdeb Diamond
Corporation renwed their annual donation in March this year.

Baker’s Bay
by

Marie Lemerle

After being stuck in France since March 2020 due to the pandemic, I
was finally able to fly to Namibia in October to start with my field
work. I have already spent around 450 hours sitting at Baker’s Bay seal
colony from sunrise to sunset, watching brown hyenas foraging and
recording their behaviors. I am really enjoying it, especially after
spending lockdown in an apartment in Paris! Baker’s Bay is a very
special place, and always has something to offer. I was lucky to witness
a lot of different hyena foraging behaviors, but also interactions and
fights between individuals.
I am able to ID the different hyenas from the stripes on their legs and
from their ear damages. A total of 22 different individuals already
visited the seal colony in the last few months. I have regular visitors,
and they all come with their personalities and habits. For example,
Mosul is a male that often visits the seal colony. Most of the time, he
walks around the seals until he decides to kill a pup. Once he is
satiated, he likes to lay down and sleep against some rocks at the
colony for several hours and sometimes even until the end of the day.
He also likes to lay down in the water on the warmer days. Mosul is
good at hunting and can almost always feed on a fresh pup, but not all
hyenas forage like him. Durban for example, is a lactating female that
most probably had cubs in the last few months. She also often visits
the seal colony, but I have never seen her on a hunt. She usually walks
around and looks for carrions to scavenge on. She spends most of her
time feeding on old carcasses or even small and dry scraps that she
can find.
Mosul at Van Reenen Bay in 2010 and at Baker’s Bay in 2021

We also have several camera traps in Baker’s Bay area, that I service on each trip. I like to ID the hyenas on these images too, and as
much as 45 different individuals were identified since 2018. When looking at older camera trap photos from other locations, I could
recognize some of my regular visitors at Baker’s Bay. For example, Mosul was photographed at Van Reenen Bay in 2010 and Boston
at Dreimasterbay in 2013 (see photos below). Mosul had a broken leg in December that is slowly healing and Boston is now blind on
one eye, but they are still around and both successful at hunting. We hope to see them for many other years!

Boston at Dreimasterbay in 2013 and at Baker's Bay in 2021

In Memory of Obelixa
by

Sabrina Karthun-Strijbos
Our amazing Obelixa passed away last year at the age of ~15 years,
which is a proud age for a free-ranging hyena. I will always
remember her and never forget that one day in Elizabeth Bay when I
saw Obelixa for real for the first time. It was March 2016 and we had
just arrived at E-Bay, when we quietly stalked up to a vantage point
to watch her with her two cubs. Even then, her age was showing and
we wondered how much longer she would be with us. As it turned
out, Obelixa continued to grace us with her presence for another
four years and we were delighted every time we saw another
camera trap photo of her. She was a constant companion to the
Brown Hyena Research Project, especially for Ingrid, who collared
her first back in 2009, and I am grateful to have been able to watch
her for some time. Thank you Obelixa, for being such a faithful
companion!

Baker’s Bay Filming
by

Marie Lemerle

Last December, I escorted two different filming crews at Baker’s Bay. Both teams had different aims and filming methods, and I
found it very interesting to observe and be “behind the scene”. They were here during the pupping season, when most of the seals
give birth to their young. Therefore, we could witness some births and also a lot of predation from the jackals and the brown
hyenas. Just after a birth the placenta is the first thing that gets eaten, usually by the seagulls or the jackals. They sometimes even
start eating it while the pup is still attached to it through the umbilical cord! The pups are so small at this time that even a jackal can
kill one on its own. A lot of hyenas were around and visiting the seal colony during this period of time. We often had three or even
four brown hyenas at the colony at the same time! And for the great pleasure of the film crews, we observed many kills and hunting
behaviors.

For example, Pisa was one of the hyenas that visited the seal colony a lot during the pupping season. Pisa is easy to recognize from
far, as his left ear is flipped towards the back. He has a unique behavior, that I haven’t observed on any other individual yet. He
comes to the seal colony and can spend a lot of time walking around and in between the seals, looking for either a freshly dead pup
or a good hunting opportunity. He is skittish around the seals and not very bold, but after many tries, he usually manages to get a
pup. Once he gets some food, he does not eat it at the colony, but he takes it a few hundred meters away to cache it in a bush. He
then comes back to the colony and does the same. This happened three times on average.
We are looking forward to watching our Baker’s Bay hyenas as guest stars in the upcoming documentaries!

Jackal killing a young seal pups

Pisa carrying a scavenged pup (left ear flipped back)

Geneva carrying a pup that she just killed

Final Stages of the Tswalu Project
by

Sabrina Karthun-Strijbos

We collaborated to do a camera trap study with the Tswalu Kalahari Reserve from 2014 to early 2017. We have just finished a
manuscript, that hopefully will be published this year. The initial plan was to determine the population density of brown hyenas
based on the camera trap data, but while looking through the thousands and thousands of photos, I decided to investigate more
than one species. The analysis of the images took up most of my time, apart from writing the paper. Especially in 2015 and 2016, we
had over 116.000 to 142.000 images that I had to process first. Nevertheless, it was a pleasure to evaluate these photos, because a
wide variety of animals could be discovered on them. There were images of small insects and butterflies up to the largest species
like giraffe (see below). Furthermore, very rare animals like the pangolin or secretary bird could be recorded and eye-catchers like
the small and big felines sneaked through the picture from time to time (see below). Of course, there were plenty more stunning
species like buffalo, rhino, kudu etc. to watch but also some funny moments were captured. There were wildebeests which laid
down to digest and take a nap in the sun in the middle of the street or an owl that seemed to be surprised about her nightly
detection. And of course, I was always happy to see brown hyenas. 😉
At this point we would like to thank the management and especially the staff of the Tswalu Kalahari Reserve for their support and
helping us with the camera trap maintenance!
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