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TThree Cub
bs and Thrree Motheers
b
by

Ingrid Wiesel

The lasst three months have been one of the mo
ost exciting on
nes for our
entire team and posssibly also for our hyena clans at Atlas Bay and E‐Bay.
None o
of our clans haad an active den where cub
bs were raised for some time
and ou
ur main breeding females Alaika and Obeelixa are quite old now so th
hat
there w
was the possib
bility that theyy had stopped
d reproducing.. I did not expeect
anything exciting wh
hen I checked the images taaken by our caamera traps
between October an
nd November.. I had nearly given
g
up on th
he hope that K
KC
nde, our youngg female, wou
uld give birth – she looked vvery large on
Sowan
imagess taken in September, but w
was then hardly captured on
n camera trap
ps
and waas impossible to find her for GPS data downloads. It waas the most
amazin
ng day, when I discovered A
Alaika carryingg a tiny, about one month old
cub, to
o Jungle Den. This
T was so un
nexpected. I th
hen checked tthe camera traaps
that arre set‐up in the E‐Bay clan’ss territory and found Obelixxa resting
regularly at Pipe Den
n. This is not u
unusual, she really likes thiss site, but
nly an image ttaken at the end of Octoberr showed her ccarrying a smaall
sudden
b at Pipe den
Obelixaa with her cub
cub, po
ossibly also on
nly one month
h old, to the den. What a su
urprise.
The “o
old ladies” both gave birth aalmost at the ssame time. Sin
nce then, Obelixa and Alaikaa have moved their cubs beetween dens. Alaika
A
unfortunately sustaiined quite a seerious injury tto her lower jaaw and we hope that it healls well enough
h so that she ccan continue fforaging
upporting her ccub. Now, witth two females breeding, I would
w
have exxpected to seee KC Sowande visiting Obelixxa at the den on a
and su
regular basis. Balu and Obelixa’s o
offspring from
m last year both visit her and
d the cub at th
he dens and Clyde Too and aanother subad
dult
hyena visit Alaika an
nd cub – so all of them are d
doing, what brrown hyenas aare supposed to do. What was
w happeningg with KC Sow
wande –
we occcasionally pickked her up on camera traps, so we knew that she is heaalthy and alivee, but she did not seem to b
be interested in the
den. But suddenly sh
he was there. Was it just a d
delayed respo
onse? No: she also gave birtth and brought her cub (we know that theere is
birth at anotheer den further inland and heer cub seems to
t be the same age than Ob
belixa’s.
one for sure) to the communal deen. She gave b
nd cubs seem to
t be doing well at the mom
ment and we w
will keep you u
updated.
All threee females an

SLLOT TINS
Luderitz Safarris and Tours
collected N$ 4
483 in our slott tin
and Namtib B
Biosphere Reseerve
collected N$ 8
841.
Another tin iss at Klein Aus Vista.
All coins coun
nt! Thanks verry
much.

NEW TEAM MEMBER
M
We’vve got a new teeam member
in Germany. Sabrin
na Karthun is
organ
nizing and enttering camera
trap data.
d
ome to the tea
am and thankks
Welco
for ha
aving the timee and
motivvation to help the project.

FFUNDRAISING
Anna Benn
nett gave a talkk about
the Hyena Project at thee Adelaine
University Wildlife Appreeciation
oup in Australiia. The
Society Gro
then donatted AUS$ 100 to the
project.
n und Brigit XX
XXXX are
David Senn
long term ssupporters of the
Project and
d supported uss with a
donation of € 138
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M
Missing Hyeenas, Collaars and M
More
byy

Sarah Edwaards

All of u
us were extrem
mely excited tto see the firstt photos of Ob
belixa's cub reecently. Being
g quite an old lady we didn'tt think she waas going
to breeed again, so w
we were shockked to see a caamera trap photo of her carrrying a cub in her mouth. O
Obelixa settled with the cub
b at a
den in a pipe near th
he EBay mine and we enjoyyed lots of veryy cute photos of Obelixa, th
he cub and Ob
belixa's offspring from last year.
y
Howevver all of a sud
dden the phottos stopped an
nd we didn't see either motther or cub on the camera trrap for a long time. Added to that
we weren't picking u
up her collar VHF
V signal anyywhere. Whatt could have h
happened to her?
h
Was she simply underg
ground somew
where in
a den, with the signal blocked, orr had she died??
At the same time wee hadn't got a signal from K
KC, another feemale in the EBay clan who had recently started to loo
ok fat or possib
bly
pregnaant on the cam
mera traps. W
Where was KC now, where w
was Obelixa? During a trip tto EBay Hennyy and I were eexcited to pickk up KC's
signal from the pipee den where O
Obelixa had lasst been seen. Seizing this o
opportunity we did a download of her colllar data which
h
revealeed she had beeen denning on a mountain 14km away. We thought she
s had bough
ht her cub/s to
o EBay, but the question rem
mained ‐
what happened
h
to Obelixa.
O
To thee rescue came Riaan Burgerr from Namdeb who kindly flew us over the entire stud
dy site to checck for Obelixa''s signal from the air,
in casee she had gonee far from thee places we usually search fo
or her. As soo
on as the Cesssna 210 climbeed and headed
d towards Atlaas Bay
we pick up Clyde 2'ss signal and th
hen Alaika's, W
Wallace's and Balu's,
B
but stilll no Obelixa. During the fliight we heard Wallace's collar had a
uld need to bee dropped off.. Riaan suggeested a short flight two dayss later, so with
h all fingers an
nd toes crosseed we
low baattery and wou
took to
o the air again
n. This time we
w found Wallaace and triggeered the collarr drop off from
m the air and ccontinued tow
wards EBay to try and
find Obelixa. After aanother two ccircuits over th
he entire study area still notthing from Ob
belixa, things were really looking bleak.
on as we landeed I drove to w
where we had triggered Wallace's signal tto try and search for the collar. I found him snoozing u
under a
As soo
rock, collar
c
still on, m
most likely stu
uck in the long
g mane hair. He
H saw me an
nd made a run for it, 4km accross the bay, collar still attached.
As I heead back towaards the car, BOOM, an explosion of hyen
na from a rockky ledge closee by. This hyen
na however didn't run away but
turned
d and checked
d me out. I quiickly checked for signal and
d its Balu, another male from
m Wallace's clan. As I was ccalming down
n from
the sho
ock I get a call from Henny,, she's at EBayy and has seen
n Obelixa!!! Y
Yes definitely O
Obelixa, with her distinctivee ear notch, att a den
close tto the pipe den. Hallelujah! Go Obelixa! But no signall, her collar haad stopped sen
nding the VHF
F signal. But sshe's alive and
d at a
den so
o fingers crossed the cub is still
s alive too. KC is at a den
n close by with
h two cubs. S
So I drive to EB
Bay to try and download her collar
data, aand who is also at the den...Wallace, collaar STILL on!
It really was an excitting and exhausting couple of weeks, and
d I would like tto say a huge thank you to Riaan for his aawesome fligh
hts
But at the end we now know
w Obelixa is alive and well, K
KC has cubs and her and Ob
belixa
which really helped us out at a diffficult time. B
have their cubs close and most likkely are helpin
ng each other with babysittting duties. Alaika, the main breeding female from thee Atlas
Bay claan has also haad a cub, so it really is an exciting time for the Brown H
Hyena Researcch Project. Th
he main question now is for how
long will
w Wallace keep his collar b
before it falls o
off? We're currrently taking bets.

Alaika with her cub

Alaika and sub
b‐adult at Junggle den

Obelixaa and last yearr’s offspring att the den

Tsswalu Upd
date
byy

Sarah Edwaards

In Octo
ober I was lucky enough to attend and giive a presentaation
at the De Beers Diam
mond Route C
Conference in Johannesburg.
The co
onference is atttended by vaarious research
hers all workin
ng on
De Beeers propertiess throughout ssouthern Africca. The variety of
talks g
given was amaazing; from rhino ticks to arrchaeology,
pangolins to urban w
wildlife in Johannesburg. I gave a
presen
ntation on ourr collaborativee project with Tswalu Kalahari

which looks at occcupancy and density of bro
own hyenas on
n Tswalu
Kalaahari Reserve,, South Africaa.
Thee Tswalu projeect started in A
August this yeear when Inga and I
travvelled down to
o set up 22 cam
mera across the reserve. In
ngrid and
I had already seleected general areas for the camera traps to
ensure a good spacing covering all areas of the
t reserve so
o Inga
and
d I just had to p
pinpoint exactt locations. M
Most of the tim
me it

wasn't too difficult, however at one location a pride of lions was
resting exactly where we wanted to set up a camera trap! We left
and came back the next day when the lions had moved off. We
had a great week on the reserve and seeing wildlife we don't get
in our study area such as giraffe, buffalo, lion and meerkats was

fantastic. It was exciting to receive the first lot of camera trap
data from the project in September, we had plenty of brown
hyenas as well as lion, leopard, cheetah, caracal and even
aardvark. We are looking forward to seeing how the project
progresses over the next year.

Henny Grewe ‐ Volunteer
When I arrived in Lüderitz to volunteer for the Brown Hyena Research Project in October my hopes for seeing
a hyena during my stay were very slim. As they are nocturnal creatures and very illusive and the volunteers
before me only had very few sightings during their stay I certainly did not expect that it would turn out
completely different for me!
During my 4th week of volunteering I had my first trip alone to the Sperrgebiet study area. From the photos of
the last check it seemed that Alaika would be denning at Jungle Den. The drill was if we get a signal from any
hyena close to the dens or see a hyena we obviously do not approach to keep the disturbance as minimal as
Hyena signs everywhere possible. So I took the telemetry equipment with me, went slowly round the back, climbing the big rocks at ..
the back of the den area, peaked over and there it was: a big, beautiful hyena and even collared. Since it was a collared hyena and I did
not get signal I wanted to go through all the frequencies of our collared hyenas. It was so super exciting. I was in a little shock as I could
not believe my eyes, so it took me a while to get through all the frequencies when the hyena saw me
Luckily my sight did not chase it away, but it started moving and curiously watched me as I retreated and even followed me quite a bit
over the rocks. It seemed like it wanted to make sure that I am leaving. The question still is who could it have been? Maybe Amadeus or
Clyde 2? Unfortunately I could not get a photograph so this will stay an unsolved mystery.
Since we all got very worried what has happened to Obelixa we were very fortunate that Riaan Burger took us on a flight over the study
area last Sunday in order that we can try and locate her. Flying over the Sperrgebiet was clearly one of the most exciting things I have
experienced in my whole life. It was the proper “Out of Africa” feeling! It was so great to see all the places we drive and walk and look
and check for any signs of hyenas just to get a bit more understanding of their ecology. From the air the entire region looks so hostile
that is seems completely insane that any living being could be able to survive out there. But I am put right every single time I go out
there. It is such a vivid ecosystem. Of course all the plants and animals are well adapted to the harsh conditions but I am truly amazed
again and again.
After having an astonishing view over the Sperrgebiet, Lüderitz and the Peninsula we drove to where we picked up the signals. While
we were at Ebay we thought we might check the camera trap, where Obelixa was last seen on and we downloaded KC from, to see if
Obelixa was on the photos. We approached very carefully since there is always a chance of us simply not getting a signal from the
hyena if it is underground or some rocks blocking the signal. While Sarah was busy with the camera trap I decided to go up the mount
and see if I can pick up or see anything on the other side of the den. The second I was on top I saw two little furry beings emerging from
the other entrance of the den!!! I could simply not believe what I just saw, turned around immediately and told Sarah and Riaan. This all
happened within milliseconds so we could not get the photos. We left the scene as quick and quietly as possible and checked from
further away if we could see any adult hyena e.g. Obelixa, but not luck on that thought. So we continued our search for the others.
Being back on the ground the signal situation is a completely different story. Clyde 2 gave us a bit of a hard time getting close enough
for a download. As it was already quite late we had to give up finding him. On our way back to the Kolmannskop gate I saw something
big and brown gliding over the salt pan we were driving past and asked Sarah to stop the car so I can get a better look through the
binoculars. Hyena!!! Carrying a big seal carcass towards Alaika’s denning area. Just unbelievable! What a wonderful day!
This week I went on another Kolmanskopp trip to check our entire camera traps in that area. It was very, very windy but I had one of
the most exciting and best sightings ever! I tried to get as many camera traps done on the first day so when I got to E‐Bay it was
already quite late. I checked all the camera traps around E‐Bay with the dodgy feeling that this is the time the hyenas might be active
and we do not want to disturb them. So when I saw a fresh seal carcass at one of the dens I decided not to go too closely and check on
it in the morrow. I was really tired the next morning because I hardly got any sleep as the wind was shaking the car so heavily. Soon
after I packed up all my stuff and got going I received a faint signal from KC coming from the den where we saw the cubs on Sunday.
While getting the hand antenna out I thought I was still dreaming when I saw KC just crossing the road in front of me!!! She must have
come from the den and went into one of the buildings using the steps like it was the most natural things for a hyena to do. I saw her
again walking between some houses off towards the coast. I thought if KC just walked the other way she cannot be at the den with the
fresh carcass, so I might be able to get the photos from the camera trap and we can check if Obelixa is on the photos. For some reason
though I had the gut feeling to approach slowly and check very thoroughly as we did not know what happened to Obelixa. When I was
almost on top of the den (it is a big old raised railway line where you can walk on top and the den is down below) I saw a big brown
shaggy thing with a big chunk missing at the left ear. That could have only been Obelixa!!! So I went back to the car to tell Sarah the
news on the phone when suddenly KC passed my car walking towards the Railway Den, maybe to check on Obelixa?! After a short
while KC made her way towards the coast again. I went back towards the den to make sure that the brown shaggy thing I saw was
Obelixa. All that time I did not receive a signal, so her collar must have run out of battery. This time I got a very good look and it was

definitely her. What an exciting morning!!!! Adding to this I saw another hyena the evening before. It was the same area where we saw
the hyena carrying a seal carcass on Sunday. Seemed like this uncollared one is part of Alaika’s clan and was on its way towards the seal
colony again.
It seems like I have just come at the right time to volunteer for hyena sightings. Although the wind can make the field trips very
unpleasant and hard, all these wonderful sightings and experiences are so worth it and I am very grateful being part of this brilliant
project. Thank you!

Bogenfels Arch

Luderitz 1st & 2nd lagoon

E‐Bay ghost town

Den Activity Study
by

Inga Jaenecke

Those of you who do not only read our Newsletter, but also follow us on Facebook already got a taste of the amazing camera trap
images that were collect in the cause of the denning activity study over the last month. For those of you who don't follow us on
Facebook, let me get you up to date. We have a "baby boom" in the Sperrgebiet at the moment. Our two breeding females, Alaika as
well as Obelixa, have cubs again. And there is the possibility that also our young adult KC Sowande has a cub right now. To be more
sure about this we have to wait for the next camera trap checks which will hopefully give us a better insight. Not only our hyenas are
currently spending time with their offspring, but we also have a jackal family with 3 pups living in one of our possible hyena dens.
As I am still in Europe at the moment and cannot collect data myself. It always takes some days until I finally receive the most recent
camera trap images. You cannot imagine how hard it is to hear from Ingrid and Sarah what is happening at the den sites and not being
able to directly see it myself on the images. Therefore a lot of patience, but also excitement are currently related to my data collection.
However, the waiting is worth it, as the images are always amazing. It is great to see the hyenas and their different behaviours and also
their regular interactions with jackals. Some of the images show that hyenas are not happy about jackals following them back to their
den site and they show defensive behaviour towards those jackals, by chasing them away. Nevertheless, hyenas are not less inquisitive
and curious. On one of our camera traps a hyena was sneaking around a jackal den a couple times and consequently was chased away
by a jackal. This just shows how protective these two species are over their cubs, although they are sometimes using the same den site,
just not at the same times, but subsequently upon each other. Apart from the interaction between hyenas and jackals we also always
get images that show the social interaction between hyenas. Especially now that we have active dens it becomes clear that the hyena
mother spends a lot of time with her cub at the den site. Additionally other adults or sub‐adults join them. This makes the viewing of
all images an exciting, but also hard job. Sometimes it is difficult to say how many hyenas are currently visible on an image, which of
them are actually collared or which are at least ID'able. But fortunately with progressing time I get a better eye for it. Additionally to
the social interaction between hyenas we always get images of only one individual being visible. These individuals are either just
walking past, inspecting our camera traps, only resting, providing food to the cubs, just feeding on a seal pup themselves, etc..
As you can imagine there is and will be plenty of work to do until the end of my study, which I am already looking forward to do. And I
cannot wait to be back in January and go on with the data collection myself!
Last but not least, a big thank you to Ingrid for her supervision and support! And also to Sarah and Henny for putting a lot of effort in
checking the camera traps while I was away!

Obelixa and her cub

Obelixa resting infront of her den site

Alaika and her cub

The jackal family

Brown Hyena Research P
Project

HEELP NEEDEED…





We are stilll looking for co
ontributions ffor the refurbishment of thrree GPS telem
metry collars. W
We need to replace Obelixa’’s,
Wallace’s and
a Balu’s collars.
We drove 2
22 000 km thiss year and aree urgently lookking for contributions to veh
hicle and fuel expenses for next year.
We need a replacement desktop or lap
ptop for our students – eveen second hand, as long as itt runs Window
ws 7
We need Liithium batteries for cameraa traps

If you aare interested
d in supportingg the project, please e‐mail strandwolf@iway.na or hyyenaconflict@ggmail.com

THE BROWN HYENA
H
REESEARCH P
PROJECT W
WOULD LIK
KE TO THA
ANK THE FOLLOWIN
F
NG PEOPLE AND
COMPA
ANIES FOR
R THEIR HEELP AND SUPPORT:
S
NAMD
DEB DIAMOND
D
CORPO
ORATION
Predattor Conservatiion
Trust U
UK
Luderittz SPAR
ESRI
MET
Big Ban
nana/Sidewinder
Films

Luderitz Saafaris &Tours
Gino Noli
Kathy Pearrd
Jessica Kem
mper
Jean‐Paul Roux
R
Trygve Coo
oper
Wilfried Errni
Erich Looseer
Jürgen Syvvertsen

LLuderitz Backp
packers
C
Christine Lindn
ner
C
Coastway Tourrs
K
Kirk Suedmeyeer
C
Coastway Tourr Service
SStation
K
Kansas City Zoo
o
In
nteressen‐Verrband der
A
Auslandsjäger

Riaan
n Burger
Wind
dhoek Optics
Kitsch
h Inn
Talkin
ng Pictures
NHK Enterprises
Tony Edmunds
Klein Aus Vista
Namttib Biosphere Reserve

Contact Details

Donatio
ons:

www.strand
dwolf.org
www.faceboo
ok.com/Brow
wnHyenaReseaarchProject
P. O. Bo
ox 739
Lüderritz
Namiibia
Dr. Ingrid Wiesel, cell: +264 81200
03429,
@iway.na or tsaukaib@gm
mail.com
strandwolf@
Sarah EEdwards, cell:: +264 818388
8662,
hyenaconflict@
@gmail.com

B
Brown Hyena Research
R
Projject – Nedban
nk Namibia
Bismarck Street, Lüderritz, 9000, Nam
mibia
nch Code 4616
610
Lüderitzz Branch, Bran
Cheque Acccount
Acco
ount number: 11010015024
4
SSwift code: NEEDSNANX
BIC: NEDSNA
ANXXXX
IBA
AN: 46161011
1010015024

